


Founded in 1995 by celebrated playwright Karen Zacarías, Young Playwrights’ 
Theater (YPT) inspires young people to realize the power of their own voices. 
Because everyone deserves high-quality theater education that centers their voices, 
YPT provides inspiration, tools, and opportunities for young and emerging artists to 
develop and share their stories. We prioritize young people who are targeted by 
systems of oppression, and we also collaborate with people of all ages who are 
invested in the ways that theater can transform lives and communities.

We administer customized, responsive educational programs, playwright-centered, 
process-focused productions, and other opportunities for youth and adults to develop 
creatively, personally, and professionally. Across all of our work, we center young 
people and their agency and adhere to our core organizational values of anti-
oppression and antiracism. YPT believes that young people are inherently brilliant, 
and we exist to share that brilliance with the world.

About Young Playwrights’ Theater

Launched in 2015 by YPT Artistic Director Farah Lawal Harris, Silence Is Violence is 
YPT’s most immediate and direct route of addressing social justice issues affecting 
Washington, DC area youth through performance and community dialogue. 

The series has addressed issues of police brutality and the resulting murders of Black 
people at the hands of police, immigration policies that abuse the rights of and 
negatively affect the lives of immigrants and naturalized citizens, LGBTQ+ stories, 
culture and pride, urban environmentalism, gentrification, and the experiences of 
displaced young, Black mothers.

Artistic Director: Farah Lawal Harris
Production Manager: Keta Newborn

Digital Producer: Cody Bahn

About Silence is Violence

Young Playwrights’ Theater Presents
Silence is Violence: Liberation

Performed March 15, 2025
At Busboys and Poets Takoma



Community Partners

Howard University Dept. Of Theatre Arts
Ship and Anchor, LLC

Prince Bajon
Busboys & Poets - Takoma
Edwin Brown
Rodney Johnson, Jr.
Eric Ruffin
Howard University Department of 
Theatre Arts

Paris Russell
Devin D. Smith
Our ASL interpreters
Brigitte Winter
YPT staff, Board, and volunteers

ASL Interpreters: Billy Sanders

Read the artists’ full bios at bit.ly/siv-liberation

Featured Performers and Playwrights

Special Thanks

Diezel Braxton
Games of America - Directed by Travis Xavier

Joshua Leggett
Nightstand Drawers - Directed by Tamera McDuffie

Karma Price
How To Refine Your Rage: An Etiquette Guide To Eloquent Anger

Dev D’Ryan
Voices Unbarred Featured Musician

Big Gee Da Poet
Voices Unbarred Featured Poet

Primary Care and 
Mental Health

by Dr Joey Nichols

Pleased to support arts 
education in our community.

canopyfamilycare.com



Silence is Violence is made possible by grants from the Paul M. Angell Family 
Foundation, DC Commission on the Arts and Humanities, and the National 
Endowment for the Arts.

Generous support for performances and programs at Young Playwrights’ Theater is 
provided by GEICO, The Morris and Gwendolyn Cafritz Foundation, and the Office of 
Out of School Time Grants and Youth Outcomes.

Gifts and grants are provided by Aerie Real Foundation, Capital for Children, Capitol 
Hill Community Foundation, City of Alexandria, Corina Higginson Trust, Find Your 
Light Foundation, GRF CPAs and Advisors, Hattie M. Strong Foundation, the Herb 
Block Foundation, The John Edward Fowler Memorial Foundation, Kaplan Family 
Foundation, KPMG, Mayor’s Office on Latino Affairs, The Morningstar Foundation, 
Nora Roberts Foundation, Share Fund, Venable Foundation, and Webber Family 
Foundation, and WomensNet. Additional support is provided by the members of 
YPT’s Board of Directors and generous individuals.

@yptdc yptdc.og

Thank you to all of the amazing 
companies that sponsored 

Silence is Violence: Liberation.


