


Keep up with YPT’s latest performances, programs, and 
events by subscribing to our newsletter and following us on 
social media!

Young Playwrights’ Theater inspires young people 
to realize the power of their own voices.

Founded in 1995 by 
celebrated playwright 
Karen Zacarías, Young 
Playwrights' Theater 
(YPT) inspires young 
people to realize the 
power of their own 
voices. Because everyone 
deserves high-quality 
theater education that 
centers their voices, YPT 
provides inspiration, tools, and opportunities for 
young and emerging artists to develop and share 
their stories. We prioritize young people who are 
targeted by systems of oppression, and we also 
collaborate with people of all ages who are 
invested in the ways that theater can transform 
lives and communities. 

YPT believes that young people are inherently 
brilliant, and we exist to share that brilliance with 
the world.

Our Mission From YPT’s 
Executive Director

Stay Connected

About YPT

@yptdc Scan here to 
subscribe to YPT’s 

newsletter.

For the young artists of Young Playwrights’ Theater (YPT), 
creative writing is a tool to build imagination and resilience, 
important skills for architecting a better future. Now more than 
ever, youth voices are vital in public discourse about that 
future, a future that is, after all, theirs to dream.

At YPT, we believe that everyone deserves a high-quality theater education that 
centers their voice. Our playwriting and theater education programs boost 
confidence and critical thinking, teach literacy skills, and create lifelong 
memories, often providing our students with their very first theater experience.

Thanks to your support throughout our 2024 - 2025 
season, YPT provided nearly 1,000 hours of creative 
writing and theater education workshops for 795 
elementary, middle, high school, and college-aged 
youth across the Washington, DC region. 

We also produced nearly 40 theatrical performances 
and showcases, sharing the brilliant work of our 
youth playwrights.

None of these achievements would be possible without you. Again and again, 
you have shown up for YPT and our young artists when we’ve needed you, and 
we are so incredibly grateful. In this uncertain time, it means the world to have 
your support, your care, and your joy, and I can’t wait to see you at a YPT event 
soon.

In the next year, YPT is proud to turn 30. We did not have the opportunity to 
celebrate our first 25 years when we hit that milestone in 2020, right at the start 
of the global COVID-19 pandemic, so we are looking forward to celebrating three 
decades of inspiration with you in a big way. Stay tuned for details. 

In the meantime, I hope you enjoy reviewing highlights and photos from our 
past season in this annual report. Thank you, as always, for believing in the 
power of theater and the brilliance of young people. 

In gratitude,

Brigitte Winter
Executive Director

“YPT made 
me confident to 

say more things in 
class. It made me 

less anxious.” 

"…It’s so 
liberating to be able to 

tell our story, especially as 
young people. Being around 

people who not only want the 
best for you, but they also 

uplift you and 
themselves."
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FY25 HighlightsTable of Contents
Playwright Amira Al Amin was back in the YPT 
offices this year with a whole new take on her 
play Dresses That Twirl, which chronicles 
the relationship between two teenage girls 
and their mothers living in the 1960s. The 
girls must make difficult decisions about 
how to maintain their dynamic when the 
scrutiny of their world threatens to 
break them apart. 

Amira was invited to workshop her play 
through a Kennedy Center REACH 
artist’s residency, which YPT was 
unfortunately forced to cancel after many 
of the Kennedy Center’s Social Impact staff 
members were laid off this spring. Luckily, 
thanks to our friends at Capitol Hill Arts 
Workshop (CHAW), we were able to give this 
brilliant playwright the stage and spotlight she 
deserves. 

With the help of a week-long workshop with actors led by YPT Artistic Director 
Farah Lawal Harris and Production Manager Keta Newborn, Amira was able to 
add a brand new 
perspective to Dresses 
That Twirl that 
stemmed from her 
personal experiences in 
debutante society and 
the pressures legacies 
can add to already 
complicated feelings and 
situations. This brought 
an even more powerful 
performance to the 
CHAW stage during a 
live reading.

“I learned that my talent is palpable. That 
I have the capacity to create true human 
characters and portray the emotions that 
I aim to do – relatable, queer characters 
that are holistic. I learned that if I 
impress myself that I'm bound to impress 
others.” 

– Playwright Amira Al Amin

Dresses That Twirl at CHAW
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For FY25, we expanded our Young 
Playwrights’ Workshop and 
Playspiration Festival to include 
video production! Through careful 
planning and coordination from 
Program Manager Madison 
Chapman, leadership from 
Education Director Jared 
Shamberger, and filming and 
editing by Communications 
Manager Cody Bahn, we recorded 
and produced three professional 
videos featuring plays written and 
performed by our Workshop 
students. These students worked 
with YPT teaching artists all year 
to learn the art of playwriting, and 
then they collaborated to create, 
rehearse, and perform original 
plays, all starting from shared 
points of inspiration. We then 
premiered videos of all of these 
performances at Kimball Elementary School, Brookland Middle School, and 
Garfield Elementary School so that each of our classes could celebrate one 
another’s work!

YPT was proud to 
partner with Signature 
Theatre for SigWorks In 
the Schools 2025. 
SigWorks in the Schools 
identifies and develops 
burgeoning high school 
playwrights attending 
Arlington, Virginia Public 
Schools. Five students 
were selected for the 
program, several of 
whom were applying 
their writing skills to 
playwriting for the very 
first time. They then 
worked with YPT Education Director Jared Shamberger to craft original ten-
minute plays, which were performed by professional actors at a live reading at 
Signature Theatre in April. 

We are thrilled to have worked with Signature Theatre this year, and we look 
forward to growing this partnership in years to come.

One of YPT’s key school 
partners, The SEED Public 
Charter School of Washington 
DC, was selected in 2025 as an 
inaugural Disney on Broadway 
School of Excellence partner! As 
a result, SEED and YPT worked 
together to produce Moana. In 
addition to rehearsing 
conventional acting and 
performance skills, the students 
engaged in writing and 
dramaturgy activities, deepening 
their understanding of the 
context of the play through self-
reflection and creative 
exploration.

This year, YPT returned to Columbia Heights Education Campus (CHEC) with 
an exciting opportunity to provide playwriting classes for middle- and high-
school students four days a week for a full school year. CHEC was one of 
YPT’s very first program partners after our founding in 1995, and it’s a joy to 
return to our roots as YPT turns 30 in the next year. YPT Program Associate 
Rodney Johnson Jr. taught all four of our weekly programs at CHEC, which 
allowed him to develop a deep and trusting relationship with the students. 
Having time to form that relationship had a noticeable effect on the success of 
the program at CHEC, and we’re excited to continue our partnership! 

Playspiration Hits the Big Screen Sigworks in the Schools 2025

Moana at SEED

YPT at CHEC



RIOT! The Beat of Freddie Gray 
by Ty'Ree Hope Davis

Silence is Violence: Liberation

Liberation Writing Workshop

This year, we were excited to host a dinner theater performance series 
at Busboys and Poets Takoma, just down the street from the YPT 
office! We were proud to produce two performances of new work by 
young playwrights, as well as a community writing workshop, for 
audiences who arrived early to enjoy food, drinks, and fellowship and 
stayed late for conversation about the themes of the plays. 

The house was packed on October 12, 2024 
for RIOT! The Beat of Freddie Gray by 
Ty’Ree Hope Davis. This powerful and 
engaging solo performance took the 
audience on a journey through the life 
and memories of Freddie Gray, told 
from the perspective of two characters: 
Freddie Gray and Ty, a middle school 
student who witnessed Freddie’s 
murder. The audience was on the edge 
of their seats chanting, “Go Freddie. Go 
Freddie. Go!” in step with Ty’Ree. Thanks 
to a Childrens Theatre Foundation of 
America Founders Grant, we are looking 
forward to working with Ty’Ree again in 
February 2026 to present RIOT! The Beat of 
Freddie Gray for a new audience at Everyman Theatre in Baltimore! 
Ty’Ree will perform opening night for an audience of Baltimore 
community members and then present several matinee performances 
for 500 Baltimore high school students. These matinees will also be 
broadcast to classrooms around the country, and YPT and Everyman 
Theatre will create and share a study guide to support students in 
deepening their understanding of the context and themes explored in 
the play.  

Our second performance at Busboys and Poets Takoma, Silence is 
Violence: Liberation, brought together Community Advocates from 
Voices Unbarred – an amazing initiative providing theater and justice 
workshops, script writing, and interactive performances to people 
affected by incarceration in the DC area – and three amazingly talented 
Howard University theatre students for a night of poetry, music, and 
solo performances. Diezel Braxton (Games of America), Joshua Leggett 
(Nightstand Drawers), Karma Price (How To Refine Your Rage: An 
Etiquette Guide To Eloquent Anger), and Voices Unbarred Community 
Advocates Big Gee Da Poet and Dev D’Ryan performed for another full 
house. They each brought their own vision of liberation and self-
mastery to life that night. 

In early 2025, YPT Artistic Director Farah Lawal Harris and Production 
Manager Keta Newborn hosted a one-night community writing 
workshop at Busboys and Poets Takoma, which helped take attendees 
on a journey of self-exploration and defining freedom for themselves. 
Writers who attended the workshop said they found the experience 
healing and affirming. Discovering new avenues and thoughts about 
freedom and creativity during this workshop gave writers stronger 
confidence in their writing and ability to “be themselves” as artists.

Scan here to see Ty’Ree’s original 
performance at Busboys and Poets!

YPT’s Residency at
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“I really appreciate places and spaces like YPT, because who else is giving 
young Black people a microphone, a stage, and lights and saying ‘tell your 
story?”’ – Playwright Karma Price

Scan here to 
watch  Silence 

is Violence: 
Liberation
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In Fall 2024 and again in Spring 2025, the 
Young Playwrights’ Ovation Showcase took 
over our Instagram and Facebook accounts 
for a full month. These months were filled 
with photos of student artwork, short 
videos featuring play rehearsals, and a lot 
more! This exclusive social media 
showcase gave our followers a chance to 
see and engage with our students’ work 
and showcased all the amazing things our 
teaching artists and students work on 
throughout the year. 

The Young Playwrights’ 
Ovation Showcase

YPT was proud to participate in From-Home Fest this year! We brought 
Silence is Violence: The Future of the Field to a whole new audience for 
this 10-day, fully virtual festival. YPT is committed to making theater more 
accessible, and being a part of something as amazing as From-Home Fest 
helped us connect with new audience members, many of whom are unable to 
attend in-person performances.! We’re looking forward to the next festival in 
2026. 

From-Home Fest

The beginning of 2025 was very challenging for 
YPT and our community. In response, YPT 
Executive Director Brigitte Winter and 
Operations Specialist Tristan Willis shared care 
and inspiration by publishing YPT’s very first 
interactive zine, the YPT Resilience PLAYlist. 
This zine included curated selections of 
monologues, poems, and other dramatic writing 
by young playwrights throughout YPT’s history, 
accompanied by activities inviting readers to 
build their own resilience through creativity.  
The zine was a big hit with the YPT community 
and brought many of us some peace and fun 
when we needed it!

Thanks to our community and efforts 
from board and staff, we had a 
successful spring “joyraiser” culminating 
in a party for our community members! 
The Bites & Bops campaign focused on 
celebrating the brilliance and resilience 
of DC youth and their community. 
Donors to the campaign were also able 
to contribute songs to a community 
playlist that we played throughout the 
night at Chicken & Whiskey 14th Street, 
where YPT board and staff members 
spent time with some of our supporters. 

The Resilience PLAYlist

Bites & Bops

Download the 
Resilience PLAYlist!
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FY25 By the Numbers
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FY25 Donors

John Appel

Dr. LaMar Bagley

Cody Bahn Photography & Design

Joan Baker

Debra Bellamy

Susan Bize

Don and Bonnie Blottenberger

Elizabeth Blumenfeld

Ryan Bolton

Ben-James Brown

Susan Bruno

Camille Bryan

Nicole

Felipe Cabezas

Joanna Calabrese

Matthew Carey

Joanne Chace

Julia Chadwick

Duncan Chaplin*

Madison Chapman

Emily Chatterjee

Steve Collier

Rory Costello

Alyse Craun

Joe Sellers and Laurie Davis

Mary Ann De Barbieri

Sharon Dennison

Jeff Dicken

Alicia DiValli

David Dunn

Anne Eigeman

Jeffrey Eikelberner

Peter Eisler

B. Elias

Victoria Elliott

Anna Ellis

Paul and Jill Feeko

Frasier-Lakes Family 
#ArtChangesLives

Courtney Froemming*

Kristin Froti

Todd Garrison

Michele Walters

Samantha Gibson

Jeffrey Gilliland

Stefanie Gitler

Jodie Goldberg

Molette Green

Glenn Greene

Dayvon Harrod

Ixchel Hernandez

Brenna Hill

Marney Cheek and Bruce Hirsh

Allison Hoch

Raymond Holt

Alison Drucker and Tom Holzman

Taiyon Hope

Chad Huls

Ashley Ifeadike

Michael Isensee

Alejandra Jensen

Simon Jia

Michone Johnson Ingraham

Jesse Johnson

Alan Johnson and Carol Falk

Tom Joseph

Lina

Kamal Kawar

Josh Kelly

Courtney Knowles

Glenn & Noreen Kozeluh

Lance Kramer

Rachel Lawal

Nancy Lee-Reeve

Helen Li*

Alex Marcus & Chelsea Kellogg

Charla Martin-Sturdivant

Christopher McGrath*

Manuella Meyer

LaStell Minor

David and Dara Morenoff

Essence Newhoff and Paul Gardullo



Carmelle Norice

Thomas O'Brien

Catherine O'Connor

Damión Perkins

Kirsten Poole

Victor Pope

Richard Pribnow

Sayuri Rajapakse

Lisa & Will Rawls

Brian and Joan Rea

Ianna Recco

Julie Ridlon

Amal Maria Saade

Olajumoke Sands

Kareem Shaban

Jeffrey Brady & Henry Sienkiewicz*

Carla Solorzano

Carmine James Spellane

Shannon Spieler

Chris Stacey and Sam Stebbins

Ella Stern

Russell Stevenson and Margaret 
Axtell Family

Mary Stokes

John Stoltenberg

Larry A Strauss

Sophia Tao

Suzanne M Tirado

Kathleen Tow

Lara Trujillo Webb

Jonathan Tucker

Callie Tyler

Job M van Zuĳlen

Diane Vandivier

Sunita Varada

Margo Vickers

Kim V

Lisa Anne Walker

Michael Wallace

K Michele Walters

Allison M Walters

Albert Wat*

Dr. Lemar T. White

Davon White

Erin Wilkerson

Katy Williams

Fred and Mary Williams

Sylvia Becker and Hugh Winkler

Evan and Jessica Wisser*

Shawn Yancy

*Donors that have scheduled 
recurring donations to YPT
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While we do our best to be accurate, if you notice a mistake please 
contact Development Director Brenna Hill at bhill@yptdc.org

Paul M. Angell Family Foundation

The Morris and Gwendolyn Cafritz 
Foundation

Capitol Hill Community Foundation

Capital for Children

Clark-Winchcole Foundation

Corina Higginson Trust

Cornelia T. Bailey Foundation

Find Your Light Foundation

Fowler Memorial Foundation

Hattie M. Strong Foundation

Herb Block Foundation

Joseph E. Marjorie B. Jones 
Foundation

Kaplan Family Foundation

Morningstar Foundation

Nora Roberts Foundation

Share Fund

WomensNet

Venable 

City of Alexandria

DC Commission on the Arts and 
Humanities

Office of the Deputy Mayor for 
Education Learn24/OST Grant

Office of the Deputy Mayor for 
Education My Afterschool DC (MADC) 
Grant

Mayor’s Office on Latino Affairs

FY25 Sponsors
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Our FY26 Team Our FY26 Board

Brigitte Winter • Executive Director 
bwinter@yptdc.org

Jared Shamberger • Education Director 
jshamberger@yptdc.org

Rodney Johnson, Jr • Program Associate 
rjohnson@yptdc.org

Keta Newborn • Production Manager 
knewborn@yptdc.org

Matt Volk • Development Manager
mvolk@yptdc.org

Tristan Willis • Operations Specialist 
twillis@yptdc.org

Cody Bahn • Communications Manager 
cbahn@yptdc.org

Farah Lawal Harris • Artistic Director 
fharris@yptdc.org

Brenna Hill • Development Director 
bhill@yptdc.org

Lei’anna Gladden • Program Manager 
lgladden@yptdc.org

Administration

Educational Programs

Productions

Development

Dr. LaMar Bagley
Chair
Senior Director, 
Partnerships & Programs
The SEED School of Washington, D.C. 
Falcon Theatre

Michone T. Johnson
Vice Chair
Federal Government

Tyrone Short
Treasurer
Founder
Southern Imaginations

Camille Bryan
Federal Government

Alejandra Jensen
Partner, Audit
GRF CPAs & Advisors

Mark Kawar
Principal
Up One Rung

Lisa Rawls
Principal 
KPMG LLC

Tony Sawyers
Sr. Manager, Business Analyst, and 
Strategy Recruiting
Capital One

K. Michele Walters
Arlington, VA

Lara Trujillo Webb
Director, Contracting Center of 
Excellence
PwC

Communications

Interested in joining the YPT Board of Directors? 
Email bwinter@yptdc.org to find out how! 




