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From YPT's
Executive Director

Dear Friends,

This year, Young Playwrights’ Theater (YPT) celebrated 30 years of
inspiring young people to realize the power of their voices
through creative writing and theater!

Since 1995, YPT has reached more than 30,000 young writers and artists and over
100,000 audience members. Our alumni have gone on to be professional writers,
performers, and leaders in their communities. And we never would have gotten this far
without you—the brilliant artists, educators, volunteers, arts administrators, donors,
alumni, and audience members who have cultivated YPT over the last three decades.

“[Participating in YPIP] The theme of our 30th anniversary year was
inspires me to write more. It's “Giving Flowers.” In the theater, giving flowers is
(1oL TR B (o T T TN T IR - @ gesture of appreciation and gratitude for an
OO R LR LD DT T TR GET LY excellent performance, and we were thrilled to
this, and not to be afraid of it.” spend the year giving everyone—from our
—Jaden, YPT playwright newest playwrights to our founding board
members—their flowers.

As I shared with our gala attendees that night, I was 23 years old when I started working
at YPT in 2006, younger than some of our playwrights. We had four staff members back
then, a $400,000 budget, and 400 amazing student pIaKwrights. And when I became
Executive Director at 29 years old, I remember telling the board in my interview that we
would be a million-dollar organization with a million-dollar impact someday, which we
achieved for the first time in 2021, in the midst of a global pandemic.

And now, five years later, we are facing the toughest political and economic climate in
YPT's history, and we are still here, still inspiring young people to realize the power of their
own voices through theater and creative writing and career mentorship. In fact, in the
last year alone, we reached over 1,000 young playwrights across Washington,
DC, Maryland, and Northern Virginia.

Because, as our founder Karen Zacarias has I will ber that thi
often said, YPT’s mission has always been W‘!i 2L de!' that t Ish'
connected to the heartbeat of our community. was my first time doing something

like this, a_tégually enjoying my"self and
And gou are that heartbeat — whether you _w,s:,;';?,,“‘y‘,',‘}"ﬁﬂ,;ﬁf,’,f}gm

joined this community three decades ago or
three weeks ago.

Thank you, from the bottom of my heart, for showing our young writers that their voices
matter, that they matter, and that people are listening. I hope you enjoy reviewing
highlights and photos from our milestone anniversary season in this annual report.
Congratulations on 30 years of YPT!

Warmly,
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Brigitte Winter
Executive Director

OurMission

About.Y.RI

“I noticed my skills in writing becoming better and I enjoyed it more and
more. The people are also great, and I am very happy to be writing with all
of them. They are all great writers and their feedback and comments really
helped me grow in playwriting. I am proud of my play and the plays of the
others around me.” — YPT Playwright

Stay.Connected

Scan here to subscribe
to YPT's newsletter.




R s b

Across the entire year, YPT served over 1,000
elementary, middle, high school, and
college-aged youth and expanded and
strengthened many of our partnerships with
schools and organizations like Columbia Heights
Education Campus, the SEED School of
Washington DC, and Signature Theatre. And
professional actors visited YPT classrooms across
the DC region to perform our students’ plays,
validating and celebrating their voices.

Our young playwrights this year also included 100
incarcerated and justice-involved youth at the
Maya Angelou Academy, who employed
playwriting as a tool to process their complex
emotions related to their incarceration, LGBTQ+
youth from across Washington, DC, who explored
and celebrated themes of personal identity and
gender euphoria through creative writing and
performance, and young writers and composers
who created a collaborative play set to a musical
score through a special new partnership with DC
Youth Orchestra Program.

And we expanded opportunities for career
mentorship, empowering a new cohort of
emerging playwrights, performers, and production
artists to kickstart their careers through initiatives
like Young Playwrights in Progress and the
Arts Institute for Creative Advancement.

Many of YPT'’s after-school programs are now
offered year-round, and we are already seeing the
impact of these deeper, long-term partnerships.
At the start of our school-year-long program at
Brookland Middle School, only 33% of youth
reported that they like to use writing in school as
a way to express their ideas. At the conclusion
of the program,100% of students shared
::jhatI they enjoyed writing during the school
ay!

Production Highlights

YPT took our season on the road this year, making our
Baltimore debut! With support from the Children’s
Theatre Foundation of America, YPT produced Riot: The
Beat of Freddie Gray, Ty'Ree Hope Davis' beautiful
solo performance, at Baltimore’s Everyman Theatre. Over
three performances, the show reached 700 audience
members, including 400 Baltimore high-school students.
Riot follows the story of Freddie Gray, a young Black man
murdered by Baltimore police officers in 2015, and Ty, a
middle school student who witnessed Freddie’s death.
The play explores themes of memory, resilience, and the
fight for justice, culminating in a powerful realization that
Freddie’s heartbeat lives on in the collective spirit of
those who continue to fight for change.

As one enthusiastic patron shared, “The best
performance I've ever seen [at Everyman Theatre] was
recently, the one-night show about Freddie Gray.
Magnificent!"

This year also marked the 10th anniversary of Silence is
Violence. With support from HumanitiesDC, YPT' s
Artistic Director Farah Lawal Harris produced our first-
ever podcast, documenting 10 years of YPT's social
justice performance series.

YPT also expanded our important partnership with
Howard University through our career mentorship
initiative, Young Playwrights in Progress, producing
workshop readings of new solo shows by three Howard
University seniors on the Busboys and Poets Takoma
stage!
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See all of YPT's
Productions on our

website at yptdc.org.
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Young Playwrights’ Theater

" YPT turned 30 years old!

LS £ YPT turned 30 this year!

" We kicked off this special season with an art installation at
Willow Street Gallery created in collaboration with DC Arts
Studios and artist Vanessa Strickland, which documented and
celebrated YPT's three decades of history.

Then 30 important culture makers, including icons like Gloria
Estefan, Bryan Terrell Clark, Psalmayene 24, Molly Smith, Billy
Porter, and more, shared their perspectives on the power of .
storytelling and creative expression through an inspiring month- "
long social media campaign to raise awareness of community- Y
based youth art institutions like YPT. - >
And we closed out our season with The Giving Flowers Gala,
a gorgeous night of food, drinks, dancing, and fundraising,
during which we were delighted to honor YPT's 2026 Giving
Voice Awardee, YPT's Founding Managing Director Karen L.B.
. Evans, and our inaugural Rising Voice Awardee, YPT playwright
— and Howard University Alumnus, Ty'Ree Hope Davis.
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Watch our 30-year impact
video on our Virtual Stage
at yptdc.org.

Gloria Estefan
cubanAmmam singer-songwriter and actress
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YPT REACHED:

1,056+1,067

STUDENTS AUDIENCE
MEMBERS

93% of our students are youth of color.
66 % are Black.
27% are Latine.
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definition of “"Economically
Disadvantaged.”

YPT hosted 717 Workshops in FY26!

‘ LIVE Across all the schools we worked

with last year, we totaled 1,472

Livestream attendance accounted for program hours!
nearly 50% of YPT's total audience reach
in FY26.

26% are English Language Learners.

61% of youth who did not enjoy writing at the beginning of programming
reported that they now enjoy writing at the end.

Pogogogogoghgegr

88% of students said YPT inspired them to think creatively.
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84% of students said they felt more confident after working with YPT.

829% of students said they feel safe sharing their
thoughts and ideas with others after working with YPT.
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FY26 Donors

Adrienne Nelson and
Ian Armstrong

Al Rickards

Alan Johnson and
Carol Falk

Alejandra Jensen
Alexis Roach

Alicia and Jesse DiValli
Allison Walters

Amy Kincaid

Amy Kurz

Anacostia Arts and
Culture District

Andrew Klein

Ann Gilbert

Anna Bahn and Cody Bahn
Anna Ellis

Anne Eigeman
Anne Huber

Arman Lakes
Barbara Jones

Bec Wilder
Ben-James Brown
Betsy and Jim Davis
Betty Kirby

Brian Jordan, Jr
Brian Stearns
Brigette Rouson

Brionna Rogers

Brittany Linkins

Calvin Byrd

Camille Bryan

Carmine James Spellane
Carolyn Joyner
Catherine O'Connor
Chad Huls

Chanda Corbett

Chelsey Christensen

Chris and
Angela Montgomery

Chris Stacey and
Sam Stebbins

Christina Duncan Evans
Christopher McGrath
Courtney Knowles

Dally Canzoneri

Damion Johnson

Damidn Perkins

Daniel Kimmel

David and Dara Morenoff
De Barbieri Family
Desiree Mallick

Don and
Bonnie Blottenberger

Doni and
Lisa Blottenberger

Dr. Jennifer Jones

Dr. LaMar Bagley

Dr. Lemar T. White
Duncan Chaplin
Edda Guerrero
Edwin Brown
Elizabeth Blumenfeld
Elizabeth Duncan
Eric Fraint

Eric Ruffin

Ericka Riggs

Erin Roberts

Erin Wilkerson

Essence Newhoff and

Paul Gardullo

Evan and Jessica Wisser

Frank Cervarich

Frasier-Lakes Family

Fred and Mary Williams

Glenn Greene
Gwen Clark
Ianna Recco

Jaki Davis

James and Cynthia Tuite

Janice Carroll
Jediah Greene
Jeff Dicken
Jeffrey Gilliland
Jeffrey Huther

Jenna Witman

Jennifer Edwards
Jennifer Kawar
Jessica Henry
Joan Baker
JoAnn Edelin
Joanna Calabrese
Job M van Zuijlen
Joella Roberts

John and
Catherine Crowley

John Appel

John Stoltenberg
John Tyler
Jonathan Chace

Joseph Sellers and
Laurie Davis

Josh Kelly

Joshua Leggett
Julia Chadwick
Julie Ridlon

K Michele Walters

Karen Zacarias and
Rett Snotherly

Katherine Morton
Kathryn Pericak
Kenny Carroll
Kesha Evans

Kim V

Kody Kratzer

Lance Kramer

Lara Trujillo Webb
Larry A Strauss
Laura Beaufort
Laura Greer

Laura Standifer
Leila Kawar

Lisa and Will Rawls

Liz Bayer and
Sean Sutherland

Liz Pallia

Lura Barber and
Ryan Williams

Lynn McCann
Manuella Meyer
Marcela Zamora
Margo Vickers
Mark Kawar

Marney Cheek and
Bruce Hirsh

Mary Stokes
Max Brokmeier

Melanie Bunting and
Dr. Zivago Bunting

Meredith and
Derek Blottenberger

Merril Springer
Michael Isensee
Michael McDaniel
Michael Robinson
Michelle Robinson

Michelle Sague

Michone Johnson
Ingraham

Miriam Gonzales and
Michael Fitzpatrick

Miriam Herman
Nancy and Chris Davis
Nancy Lee-Reeve
Nathan Bolduc
Nayla Sleiman
Nicole Bryan

Nino McQuown
Oanh Nguyen
Parker Roe
Patricia Coffey
Paul and Jill Feeko
Peter Eisler
Porsha Pinder
Rachael Swann
Rachel Lawal
Rashann Duvall
Ri'Aasa Toppin
Richard Pribnow
Richard Yarborough
Rod Baker

Rory Costello

Russell Stevenson and
Margaret Axtell Family

Samuel Barksdale
Sandra Cryder

Sara Eisenberg




Sarah LeFlore
Sayuri Rajapakse
Scott Muroski
Shawn Wiseman
Sheba Counis
Stephanie Jerome
Steve Collier

Susan Bruno

Suzanna Stephens

Sylvia Becker and
Hugh Winkler

Teneille Gibson
Terry Davis
Theresa A Rowell
Thomas Rawls

Tony Sawyers
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The Morris and Gwendolyn
Cafritz Foundation

Capitol Hill Community
Foundation

Childrens Theater
Foundation of America

Clark-Winchcole
Foundation

Community Foundation of
Northern Virginia

Cornelia T. Bailey
Foundation

Find Your Light Foundation
Herb Block Foundation

Humanities DC

Trey Scott

Tyrone D. Short and
Tracee Wilkins

Vanessa Strickland

Victoria Elliott and
Claire Shanahan

Victoria Levy
Vijay Subramanyam

Wanda Baez
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CPAs & ADVISORS

Joseph E. Marjorie B.
Jones Foundation

Kaplan Family Foundation
Morningstar Foundation
Nora Roberts Foundation

Paul M. Angell Family
Foundation

Share Fund
Shiffrin Family Foundation

Washington DC Alumnae
Foundation

Webber Family Foundation

NFL Professional Athletes
Foundation
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Venable Foundation

Gelman, Rosenberg, and
Freeman (GRF)

KPMG
City of Alexandria
ANC 4B Community Grant

DC Commission on the
Arts and Humanities

Office of the Deputy Mayor
for Education Learn24/0OST
Grant

Office of the Deputy Mayor
for Education My
Afterschool DC (MADC)
Grant

While we do our best to be accurate, if you notice a mistake please contact Development

Director Brenna Hill at bhill@yptdc.org

Our FY2Team

Brigitte Winter
Executive Director
bwinter@yptdc.org

Tristan Willis
Operations Specialist
twillis@yptdc.org

Jared Shamberger
Education Director
jshamberger@yptdc.org

Dr. LaMar Bagley
Chair

Senior Director,
Partnerships &
Programs

The SEED School of
Washington, D.C. Falcon
Theatre

Michone T. Johnson
Vice Chair
Federal Government

Alejandra Jensen
Treasurer

Partner, Audit

GRF CPAs & Advisors

Camille Bryan
Secretary
Federal Government

Lei'anna Gladden
Program Manager
Igladden@yptdc.org

Rodney Johnson, Jr.

Program Associate
rjohnson@yptdc.org

Farah Lawal Harris
Artistic Director
fharris@yptdc.org

Keta Newborn
Production Manager
knewborn@yptdc.org

Edwin Brown
Co-Coordinator, Acting
Program Employer
Howard University

Jediah Green
Media Arts Instructor
and Actress

Barbara Jones
Funder/CEO
Reservations7

Mark Kawar
Principal
Up One Rung

Sravanthi Konduri
AVP of Marketing
Strategy and Analytics
Navy Federal Credit
Union

Brenna Hill
Development Director
bhill@yptdc.org

Matt Volk
Development Manager
mvolk@yptdc.org

Cody Bahn
Communications Manager
cbahn@yptdc.,org

Lisa Rawls
Principal
KPMG LLC

Tony Sawyers

Sr. Manager, Business
Analyst, and Strategy
Recruiting

Capital One

Tyrone Short
Founder
Southern Imaginations

K. Michele Walters
Arlington, VA

Lara Trujillo Webb
Director, Contracting
Center of Excellence
PwC
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